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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY 



3ECUTION ON THE MErItS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED iif this i 



t1U 



'This communication is responsive to -J£r&3#(JV\/J£* nfri (J "-'^H^S^y tlf- 

\All the claims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERfTS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED \A this application. H not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice Of Allowance And Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be sent in due 
course. ^ 

LThe allowed claims are / I { _____ _ . — . 

The drawings filed on . are acceptable. 



Acknowledgment is made of the claim for priority under 35 U.S.C. 

received. [_) been filed in parent application Serial No 

Note the attached Examiner's Amendment. 

Note the attached Examiner Interview Summary Record, PTOL-413. 
' s Note the attached Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance. 
Note the attached NOTICE OF REFERENCES CITED, PTO-892. 
Note the attached INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION, PTO-1449. 



119. The certified copy has [_] been received. 
filed on 



_] not been 



PART II. 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE to comply with the requirements noted below is set to EXPIRE THREE MONTHS 
FROM THE "DATE MAILED" indicated on this form. Failure to timely comply will result in the ABANDONMENT of this application. 
Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

1. □ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION, PTO-152, which discloses that the oath 

or declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 

2. ^APPLICANT MUST MAKE THE DRAWING CHANGES INDICATED BELOW IN THE MANNER SET FORTH ON THE REVERSE SIDE 

OF THIS PAPER. 

a. ^Drawing informalities are indicated on the NOTICE RE PATENT DRAWINGS, PTO-948, attached hereto or to Paper No. 

3 CORRECTION IS REQUIRED. 

b. □ The proposed drawing correction filed on has been approved by the examiner. CORRECTION IS 

REQUIRED. 

c. □ Approved drawing corrections are described by the examiner in the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT. CORRECTION IS 

REQUIRED. 

d. □ Formal drawings are now REQUIRED. 



Any response to this letter should include in the upper right hand corner, the following information from the NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE 
AND ISSUE FEE DUE: ISSUE BATCH NUMBER, DATE OF THE NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE, AND SERIAL NUMBER. 



Attachments: 

. Examiner's Amendment 

_ Examiner Interview Summary Record, PTOL- 413 

^/f^easons for Allowance 
. Notice ol References Cited. PTO-892 
_ Information Disclosure Citation. PTO-1449 



_ Notice ol tntorma! Application. PTO-152 
_ Notice re Patent Drawings. PTO-948 
_ Listing of Bonded Draftsmen 
_ Other 



PTOL- 37 (REV. 1 1-88) 



USCOMM-DC 89-3615 



Rftrial KV>. 07/H1f>,7ft3 - 
Art Unit 1109 

Applicants' remarks tiled Januarv 11. 199.-) have been 
aoknowl edqed by the examiner and entered. 

The following is an Examiner's ntnte.menr or Reasons for 
Allowance: None of the prior art discloses or suggests a method 
of washing fabric in a hiiri7.ont.al axis wasner by snraying 
concentrated detergent solution onto fabric while fabric is 
tumbling in a wash chamber and snraying diluted detergent 
solution onto fabric for second period of time as said fabric i 
rum b 1 i n g i n r h e w a s h o h a m b e r . 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
suhmirfed no later than rhe nayment of the Tssue Fee and, ro 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the Issue 
Fpp. . finch submissions should be cleariy iabeied "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Anv inouirv concern i nq rhis communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to S. 
Chaudhrv whwse Telephone number is (701) 30S--33VK 

Anv inauiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
this application should be directed ro the Groun reoepfionisr 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 





January 15, 19<03 



Theodore Morris 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Patent Examining Group 1 1 0 
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Address: Box ISSUE FEE 

COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



I STEPHEN D. KREFMAN 

WHIRLPOOL CORP., LAW DEPT. 
2000 M-63 
BENTON, MI 49022 



NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE 
AND ISSUE FEE DUE 



n Note attached communication. from the Examiner 

□ This notice Is issued In view of applicants communication filed _ 



SERIES CODE/SERIAL NO, 



FILING DATE 



TOTAL CLAIMS 



EXAMINER AND GROUP ART UNIT 



DATE MAILED 



07/815,783 01/02/92 



019 



CHAUDHRY, S 



1109 01/19/93 



SSST HARRINGTON, 



SHERYL L. 



| r NVENTOtT UMBLIN6 METHOD OF WASHING FABRIC IN A HORIZONTAL AXIS WASHER 





• ATrrS DOCKET NO. 


CLASS-SUBCLASS 


BATCH NO. 


APPLN. TYPE 


. SMALL ENTITY 


FEE DUE 


DATE DUE 


2 


PA-5337-O-AfcJ 


008-158.000 J6S 


UTILITY 


NO 


$1170.00 


04/19/93 



THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. 

THE ISSUE FEE MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS 
APPLICA TION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS ST A TUTOR Y PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 

A. Pay FEE DUE shown above, or 

B. File verified statement of Small Entity Status before, or with, 
payment of 1/2 the FEE DUE shown above. 



HOW TO RESPOND TO THIS NOTICE: 

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY Status shown above. 

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your 
current SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the Status is changed, pay twice the amount of the 
FEE DUE shown above and notify the Patent and 
Trademark Office of the change in status, or 

B. If the Status is the same, pay the FEE DUE shown 
above. 

II. Part B of this notice should be completed and returned to the Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) with your ISSUE FEE. 
Even if the ISSUE FEE has already been paid by a charge to deposit account, Part B should be completed and returned. 
If you are charging the ISSUE FEE to your deposit account, Part C of this notice should also be completed and returned. 

III. All communications regarding this application must give series code (or filing date), serial number and batch number. 
Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Box ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 

maintenance fees. 



PTOL-85 (REV 12-88)(OMB Clearance is pending) 
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Art Unit 1109 



Applicant's remarks filed July 20, 1992 have been 

acknowledged by the examiner and entered. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. § 103 which forms 
the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office 
action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that 
the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the 
time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which 
the invention was made. 

Subject matter developed by another person, which qualifies 
as prior art only under subsection (f) or (g) of section 102 
of this title, shall not preclude patentability under this 
section where the subject matter and the claimed invention 
were, at the time the invention was made, owned by the same 
person or subject to an obligation of assignment to the same 



Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. § 103 as being 
unpatentable over Johnston in view of Brenner et al. The 
rejection is maintained for the reasons set forth in the office 
action dated April 15, 1992 paper #3. 

Applicant argued that neither of the references, suggests 
either of the spraying steps of the present application. 

This argument is unpersuasive because Brenner et al. 
disclose that detergent solution is sprayed onto the clothes and 



person. 



recirculated (see col. 2, lines 20-30). 



Serial No. 815,783 
Art Unit 1109 



-3- 



Applicant argued that Brenner nowhere teaches or suggests 
that his process is applicable to a horizontal axis washer. 

This argument is unpersuasive because one of ordinary skill 
in the art would utilize the same process of vertical axis washer 
for the horizontal axis washer since no unexpected results are 



Applicant's arguments filed July 20, 1992 have been fully 
considered but they are not deemed to be persuasive. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL* Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a). 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS FINAL 
ACTION IS SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS 
ACTION. IN THE EVENT A FIRST RESPONSE IS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS 
OF THE MAILING DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION AND THE ADVISORY ACTION 
IS NOT MAILED UNTIL AFTER THE END OF THE THREE-MONTH SHORTENED 
STATUTORY PERIOD, THEN THE SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD WILL EXPIRE 
ON THE DATE THE ADVISORY ACTION IS MAILED, AND ANY EXTENSION FEE 
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a) WILL BE CALCULATED FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THE ADVISORY ACTION. IN NO EVENT WILL THE 
STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE EXPIRE LATER THAN SIX MONTHS FROM 
THE DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Saeed 
Chaudhry whose telephone number is (703) 308-3319. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 



shown . 




S . Chaudhry : rg 
October 06, 1992 
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Applicant's remarks filed Julv 20, 1992 have been 
acknowledged by the examiner and entered. 

The following is an Examiner's Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance: None of the prior art discloses or suggests a method 
of washing fabric in a horizontal axis washer by directing a 
recirculating spray of concentrated detergent solution onto 
tumbling clothes; diluiting concentrated solution after a first 
period of time; and directing a recirculating spray of diluted 
detergent solution onto tumbling clothes. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the Issue Fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the Issue 
Fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Saeed T. 
Chaudhry whose telephone number is (703) 308-3319. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status ot 
this application should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 



S. Chaudhry . 
October 2, 




1992. 
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